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Central Pennsylvania Repeater Association Inc.
W3ND September 2010

NOTICE:  the next meeting will be on Thursday, September 16, 2010 at 7:00 PM at Harris.  Harris bought M/A-Com.  Harris moved the operation to Highspire near Route 283 and the Harrisburg International connector road; Ken Sutton wrote directions: 
“The Harris office is located at 1000 Kreider Dr. Middletown, PA.  Not knowing where everyone is coming from I will leave it up to the individual to get to the junction of I-83 and I-283.  Take I-283 south to the very first exit, Lindle Rd (441).  At the end of the ramp turn left and go about a mile and half.  Kreider Dr. is the last left turn before you get to the traffic light at Fulling Mill Rd.  1000 is the first building on your right after you turn onto Kreider Dr.  Harris is located in Suite 600 which is towards the center of the building.  Look for the Harris sign on the front of the building above the Lobby entrance.  I have not tried radio coverage from here on 47 but will have my HT here for talk-in if you get lost.”

A message from our president: From WA3CPO, Gary Blacksmith, MD 

The Summer season is over.  I hope everyone had an opportunity to enjoy a pleasant vacation.  Field Day this year was a dry one, no rain.  The New location for the HRAC hamfest appeared to be an improvement.
I was able to demonstrate the data network at Field Day.  Cumberland County allowed the SMRA to use their training facility for field day.  This site is ideal.  It has a walk up tower and is away from the city congestion.  I used a small 5 GHz transmitter, receiver, and integrated antenna system to connect to the network.  It was only 12” X 2” X 1” and was mounted on a ten foot pole.  It was connected to the LAN that was set up to provide logging from every transmit position.  That meant that everyone had access to the public internet.  A wireless router was also used so WIFI was available too.   Since this system operates in the 5 GHz ham band, extra points were awarded for digital communication.  An IP camera also carried audio and video from the field day site back to the network.  A VoIP phone was connected to the public phone system.  This entire group of services was set up to duplicate an emergency command post in the field.  At the end of the exercise everyone said let’s do it again next year.
The Central PA IP Network has continued to grow.  There are now 70 miles of microwave backbone in place.  Nineteen transmitters comprise the access points and trunks. We have 150 Mbps from Carlisle to Cornwall.  Cornwall and Marysville are amazed at the available internet speeds. They have a consistent 16 Mbps down and 3 Mbps up connection.  Two cameras are on the network and three more will be added in another week.  We also have a steerable dish on C & Ku band that is viewable on the network without any special software.  The SIP telephone service is just starting.  CISCO is difficult to work with but who said hams can’t learn new tricks?  The email server is functional.  The server was moved to Reeser’s Summit to reduce the electrical consumption at Blue Mountain.  We have a representative on the eight county Task Force technical committee.  They have asked that we continue to have a presence at every meeting.  We have multiple access points in Cumberland, Dauphin, and Lancaster Counties.  Lebanon and York Counties will be added very soon.
The ATV network has been quiet.  The transmitter at White Rock has been in the beacon mode.   The Dish Network changed from MPEG II to MPEG IV with Nagravision.  That meant no NASA.  We are looking for an alternative method.  The only available source is from C band.  But that requires a ten foot dish.  We can send the signal from the steerable dish over the IP Network to White Rock, or any other point in the system.  Multiple users can view the signal at the same time.  Now we can choose any of the three NASA channels: public, educational, or media.  A HD channel is also available but we do not have the equipment to send it over the IP Network.
The weather radio has not been heard for a long time on the 145.47 repeater.  The reason for its absence is the slow upgrades to the new controller.  A final upgrade has been received.  Remember the controller would hang up for no apparent reason.  Remote receivers may be connected to this repeater.  Let’s hear your ideas at the meeting.
Skywarn continues on the 145,11 CPRA hosted repeater weekly on Wednesday nights.
The wide area UHF linked system is waiting for equipment from an un-named source.  This will start as two repeaters linked full time and quickly expand to five repeaters.
Our spliced coax runs at Blue Mountain need to be replaced.  The new coax going to the main 145.47 antenna has failed.  Water was found in the connector near the building.  That line needs to be replaced.  Two lines are satisfactory: The 1-1/4” line to the UHF antenna, lower on the West side (abandoned 900 Mhz commercial paging coax) and 7/8” coax to the 145.29 antenna, high on the East side (old coax from the tall tower).  We need four new runs of 7/8” coax.  Each line is over 200 feet long.  Four times 200 =  800 feet of coax.  800 ft of coax times $3/ft = $2,400.  How are we going to fund this project?   Come to the meeting to hear how we did it.
The next problem is to install the coax.  Professional tower climbers must be used.  They are not cheap.  The estimate for their services is 10 hours including travel time at $140/hour = $1400.  How are we going to fund this project?  Come to the meeting to find out a possible solution.  We may have it solved by then.   We do need to raise funds for such contingencies.  Perhaps we should start a hamfest again.  We did it before as a club. Let’s discuss it further.
We will have a speaker at the next meeting tell us about the challenges with the IRLP and where it is headed.  The 147.375 repeater will be reborn as the Echolink repeater for greater Harrisburg. Droids now have an application for Echolink.  You can talk from your Droid over an Echolink system.  Other devices will follow.  What will they think of next?  This system will also be discussed at the next meeting. Do we need to raise funds for this project? Is there another solution?
ARES/RACES INFO:  From Your Editor, Roger, W3HUP 

PEMA NETS AND FREQUENCIES:
Central Area meets on   3993.5 KHz every Sunday at 8:30 AM Local
Eastern Area meets on  3987.5 KHz every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM Local
Western Area meets on 3990.5 KHz every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM Local
Our PA State Net meets the FIRST SUNDAY of every month on 3993.5 kHz at 
8:00 AM Local.  This net is usually called by John Kruk, K3KR, Lock Haven; at which time he calls Eastern, Central and Western Area Stations in that order. The New York State net usually meets on 3993.5 kHz at 9:00 AM right after our Central Area net.
Central Area PEMA frequencies are:
                    3993.5 KHz  -  Primary
                    3984.5 KHz  -  Alternate
                    3999.5 KHz  -  Alternate  
                    7248.5 KHz  -  Alternate
                    7250.5 KHz  -  Alternate
Also note the weekly Harrisburg Amateur Radio Club Information Net, which is held
every Wednesday at 8:00 PM local on the 146.76 HRAC repeater, except for the second Wednesday of the month which is club meeting night, and the Capital Area Skywarn
Net Wednesday evenings at 9:00 PM local on the 145.11 RACES repeater.  All are welcome to check in.  
ON-LINE Operator Training Course Availability:
You should take the FEMA and ARRL training courses.  Follow the link below to get to the FEMA training web site for all the FEMA stuff you might be interested in…PEMA also offers many of the same courses.  The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) also offers a broad range of NIMS related training.  Hyperlink to FEMA training resources: www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/crslist.asp 

The NIMS (National Incident Management System) courses show how emergency management is organized and how volunteers such as us fit in to the process.  Available training includes the ICS 100 and 700 certification courses which can be completed in a day or two each on-line, which are recommended for both ARES and RACES operators.  The Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course Levels 1 and 2, available from the ARRL, cover Amateur Radio emergency operating procedures.  While you don’t have to get all this stuff at once, it is a good idea to be working on it now so you will have later when you need it.  And…listen to how the nets operate!  Then join in…good practice.  
The main point of all this is if you don’t have some combination of experience and training courses, you will be “lost” in the event of a real emergency, or a “formal” drill!
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE UPDATE: 
I was there (this past weekend) at the Lancaster Host Resort…brought back a lot of interesting information, which I will start feeding to you in manageable “bites” in my “ARES/RACES” column next newsletter.  
HERSHEY HALF MARATHON: From Terry Snyder (WB3BKN)
We have been contacted by the Hershey police department to assist in the Half Marathon on Sunday October 3. I know that this is a short notice, but I know we can come through for them. We need at least 20 operators for along the route and other points involved with the race. 

We will be using the Dauphin County repeater on 145.11 MHz and the PEMA repeater on 147.075 MHz. You will need a hand held radio and, if you have it, an external antenna, to boost your range. You should also have an extra battery, or two.

Please consider helping us with this event. There will be more events to come as we become more involved in our area and the municipal leaders learn what we can provide to them. We are also planning the TMI drill which will be in the spring.

To sign up for this event, please contact me by email at wb3bkn@DJTerry.com 

Thank you and 73

Terry Snyder (WB3BKN)

Dauphin County Radio Officer
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Facilities with the CPRA club call sign W3ND:  

144.39
APRS node from Reeser’s Summit.
145.11-
Dauphin County RACES repeater, CTCSS 123.0 Hz
1.29- IRLP node 7060 Blue Mtn. IRLP  CTCSS 123.0 Hz
1.47- Med coverage, Blue Mtn, CTCSS 123.0 Hz (Primary HEARS Repeater)
444.45+  
Medium coverage from Blue Mountain CTCSS 123.0 Hz
448.075-
Dauphin County RACES repeater CTCSS 123.0 Hz
53.01-            RCVR at Blue Mtn (Nally’s site), being moved
3480
ATV Repeater Output (ATV only when requested)
5GHz
Access Point at Blue Mountain with links to Reeser’s Summit, Cornwall

and North.  Links from Reeser’s Summit to Blue Mountain and White Rock.
Monthly Ham Radio Lunch: at the Old Country Buffet in east Harrisburg the last Thursday of each month at noon unless it is a major holiday.  This restaurant is located on route 22 in Colonial Park in the vicinity of Value City Furniture, K-Mart and Home Depot.  Good way to meet some new people…this is open to ALL area hams!
Club Web Site:  WWW.W3ND.ORG
Pay it a visit…we have links to various services, general information and the current and back issues of the Newsletter.  
Dues: are $20/yr for a single membership and $35/yr for a family membership, which includes all licensed amateurs living in one household.  If you have not renewed please do so…we need your support!  If you have, consider an additional donation!

use the revised membership application shown below!

Thanks!   Please make your check payable to:
Central Pennsylvania Repeater Association, Inc.

2130 Cedar Lane, Enola, PA  17025-3319

DO NOT SEND CASH!

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN CPRA
□ New member    □ Renewal   □ Family   □ Updating Information              

□ Donation ______________     □ Other ______________________ 

Dues are $ 20.00 Individual and $ 35.00 Family.
Total amount enclosed $ ____________

Name:___________________________________   Call(s)_________________

Address: ______________________________  City: ______________________

State: ________  Zip code __________  License class:  ___________________

Email address for newsletters: ________________________________________

Phone: _______________________  
   □ Listed               □ Unlisted

Are you an ARRL member?   □ Yes         □ No     

Are you a member of WITF    □ Yes         □ No
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EMERENCY RACES VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

This information will only be used in the event of an emergency.  This information will only be given to the emergency RACES coordinator and will not be distributed for general information in any form!
Work number including extension:  _______________________________

Cell Phone:  _________________________________________________ 

Email address:  ______________________________________________

