CPRA/CPIN NEWSLETTER

  NOVEMBER  2017
The next CPRA/CPIN meeting will be held at:
The Wharf Bar & Grill, 6852 Derry Street, Harrisburg, Pa

http://thewharfbarandgrill.com/
Thursday, November 16, 2017 at 7:00 PM

Come at 6:00 PM for food and beverage service

717-564-9920

CPRA

Central PA Repeater Association, Inc N3TWT
DMR VHF Repeater at Waggoner’s Gap has been coordinated with the ARCC.  N3TWT
            http://www.arcc-inc.org/ 

           The new frequency is:  146.685 MHz   A Motorola DMR SLR 5700 has arrived.

DMR UHF repeater at Waggoner’s Gap has been proposed

           Financial support is likely.

The VHF & UHF DMR repeaters will provide coverage in Cumberland & Perry Counties consistent with SMRA’s goal of including Perry County in all activities.

DMR Clarks Knob, Chambersburg 146.415  operational    N3KZ/WN3A
DMR Clarks Knob, Chambersburg  441.9      operational    N3KZ/WN3A
DMR Tuscarora, McConnellsburg                    operational    KB3UAG/N3XCC

Coverage maps to be displayed at the CPRA meeting on Thursday.

The Central Pa DMR talk group has been trimmed to exclude out of area repeaters.  Local activity has been higher than expected.  Surprisingly the out of area DMR repeaters raised the issue of too many QSOs.
CPIN  

Central PA IP Network

Maintenance: A non-Cisco switch was removed from microwave backbone.  The Cisco proprietary trunking protocol is incompatible with non-Cisco devices. The network throughput was cut in half and no throughput in other cases.   Cisco does not share their protocol with other companies (802.ISL). A generic protocol is available:  802.1Q 
New Build: The SCTF has provided an ethernet connection via their microwave to every RACES/ACS  room at each County EOC.  The SCTF uses non-Cisco devices.  They are incompatible with the Cisco devices that we are using.  Consultation is being obtained with a Network IT specialist. 

New Links Ready to be installed
Blue Mtn to Ellendale    Ubiquity AC Capable of 450 MHz throughput
Cornwall Mtn to Lebanon Co multiple sites   Ubiquity AC capable of 450 MHz throughput

WA3ATV to Brad Reist’s father 
KA3LAO to Mt Holly   PTP link using Rocket M5, 24 inch dishes

GRANTS

 The $10,000 grant request was not accepted.
An equipment upgrade was requested from Blue Mtn to the Eastern terminus (KA0JQO.  
We will reapply in six months.
NEWS

Terry Snyder, WB3BKN has resigned.

Regarding AES, and ARES position for Dauphin County 

From: Terry WB3BKN 

After what seems to have been a year of trying to find someone who would train for my positions with the Dauphin County AES, and ARES, I have officially resigned my position. I will be available to assist in the transition to whoever is chosen to take over the job. Anyone interested in applying or assisting the new person should contact 

Ralph E Brandt K3HQI 

ralph.brandt@comcast.net  

. 

This is a position for someone who has been an amateur for some time, and has 

some experience in communications traffic and net operations. If you do not have such experience, you can get training by taking the ARRL courses on the subject, as a start. You can also get involved in traffic nets to learn and practice. 

Vote for Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH for the assistant Atlantic director.
           Riley has worked with the ARRL for years prior to his retirement with the FCC.
           He has developed many relationships with the ARRL and is able to move

           Amateur radio in a positive direction.

Ballots and candidates' statements for contested elections will be mailed to members of the respective divisions who are in good standing as of September 10. Completed ballots must be received by noon Eastern Time on November 17. Votes will be tallied at ARRL Headquarters, and the election results announced later that day.
Ajit Pai, FCC Chairman

No additional information is available for a speaking date for Chairman Pai.

BATTERIES

Deep cycle 12 volt 90 amp hour: availability will increase over the next two years. 

                      The next goal is to make these batteries available to all active hams interested 

                       In emergency or disaster communications.  Then to add Solar Power to have a 
                       Long term power source independent of the commercial grid.
Solar Power: review article https://help.ubnt.com/hc/en-us/articles/204952184-airMAX-Solar-Powered-Tower 
https://www.renogy.com/ 
MOTUS

Pa MOTUS Wildlife tracking (Birds) has requested our assistance.  Waggoner’s Gap, Lam’s Gap, and north of Lebanon on Blue Mountain are the targeted locations.  They would prefer to have an internet connection for real time reporting rather than replacing an SD card with the data periodically.  Their data requirements are low.   www.motus.org  www.sensorgnome.org 
AUDUBON: http://www.appalachianaudubon.org/ 
FLIGHT RADAR 24: https://www.flightradar24.com/  Receiver at Mt Holly
RAIL FANS: http://harrisburgnrhs.org/ We support audio & signal info 
FREE STUFF  10 ft fiberglass dish FREE,  ATV transmitters and receivers 90% off              
                            717-574-0425
DUES

It cost money and volunteer labor to support CPRA and CPIN.  Many of you have been enjoying the benefits of both organizations without providing a financial contribution or volunteering labor. If you have the means and are able to contribute I would suggest becoming a dues paying member of CPRA.  CPIN has no separate dues but will accept contributions.
Dues: are $20/yr for a single membership and $35/yr for a family membership, which includes all licensed amateurs living in one household.  If you have not renewed please do so…we need your support!  If you have, consider an additional donation!  Renewal is due by April.
use the revised membership application shown BELOW 
Thanks!   Please make your check payable to:

Central Pennsylvania Repeater Association, Inc.

C/O Terry Ash

4335 Rodkey Road, Harrisburg, PA  17110

DO NOT SEND CASH!

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN CPRA

□ 2016    □ 2017   □ 2018   □ 2019              

□ New member    □ Renewal   □ Family   □ Updating Information              

□ Donation ______________     □ Other ______________________ 

Dues are $ 20.00 Individual and $ 35.00 Family.

Total amount enclosed $ ____________

Name:___________________________________   Call(s)_________________

Address: ______________________________ 
City: ______________________

State: ________  Zip code __________ 
 License class: ____________________

Email address for newsletters: ________________________________________

Phone: _______________________  
   □ Listed               □ Unlisted

Are you an ARRL member?   □ Yes         □ No     

Are you a member of WITF    □ Yes         □ No



EMERGENCY RACES VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

This information will only be used in the event of an emergency.  This information will only be given to the emergency RACES coordinator and will not be distributed for general information in any form!

Work number including extension:  _______________________________

Cell Phone:  _________________________________________________
Email address:  ______________________________________________
